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Heartwarming Worship
CAN’T BE IN WORSHIP?
Watch us on Cable 13 at 9:30
p.m. on Sunday and 10:00 a.m.
on Thursday mornings.

Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Fellowship

Rides to worship are
Available to those who are unable
to drive. If you would like a ride,
please call the church office (402643-4156) and we can have a
driver contact you to make
arrangements.

Risk Taking Missions
KNIT WITS
The Knit Wits will be meeting once a month, every third Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.
Please notify a member if you have a need for a shawl or you know of someone who can
use a shawl for extra comfort. Call Sarah Shively with questions. (402-643-3036)

BLUE VALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PANTRY
Collection Items for
May 26 - June 2

Soup

Miscellaneous
Scheduled Meetings
In May
May 1 May
May
May
May
May
May
May

513 13 14 16 17 23 -

UMW Exec.
10:30
UMW Unit
1:30
Confirmation
8:30
Nurture
7:00
Foundation
7:00
Finance
7:00
Trustees
7:00
Newsletter Deadline
Fold Newsletter

The Trustee
Committee
would like to
say Thank you
to all the snow
removal teams.
You did a great
job! A special
Thank you to
A.J. Herrold.

SAVE THE DATE
October 19, 2013
Seward United Methodist
Womens’
All-Seasons Bazaar!
Details to Come!

High School Mission Trip – Coordinator(s) Needed
The Mission and Outreach Committee is
looking for an individual or group of individuals that are interested in planning a
High School Mission Trip for the Spring/
Summer of 2014. 2014 seems a long
ways off but fundraising for this biennial
event has historically begun on the off
year. There are many resources for
someone interested in this potentially life
changing event for our high school
youth. If you would like more information please contact Karen Yelden (402)
643-2317 .

Keep Your Eyes Open

A new Walk In Faith will be going out
soon to get everyone’s updated information. This will not only help to update the system, but it will also help me
to help you, so that you can participate
in the ways that you want to.
Jessica Schauer
Secretary/Financial Admin.

Miscellaneous
Special Sunday Offering, May 19, 2013
‘NIGERIA / NEBRASKA

PARTNERSHIP’

Sponsored by Mission-Outreach Committee and UMW
Prayerfully consider a financial gift to NE/Nigeria Partnership!

ATTENTION NEWSLETTER
FOLDERS!
To show you how much we appreciate all that you do, on May 23, we
will be having an “Appreciation
Soup Day”. Mark your calendars,
you don’t want to miss out!
Thank you!
Jessica and Cindy

UMC Nebraska Conference is the primary source of funding
for the UMC orphanage in Jalingo, Nigeria. There are currently
98 children living and learning at the orphanage. In addition
to the costs of running the orphanage, approximately $2,000
per child, per year is needed to provide for the resident orphans.
Your contributions provide a future for these young people.

GRACIOUS GENEROSITY
As we approach planting time in Nebraska – a time when farmers invest seeds in the soil for
future harvest and return – The Seward United Methodist Church Foundation Committee wants
you to know that we too are planting. We are planting and investing dollars today looking for
richer harvests down the road as we steward funds that have been graciously given to further
the mission of our church. The Foundation Committee would ask that you give consideration to
the church and help play a role in this planting for the future. A gift to the church is a testimony
to your faith and the confidence you have in the ministry of the church. It will go a long way to
ensure that scholarships, youth trips, music programs, outreach ministries, building and repair
projects will continue to give life to our church. If you have any questions about ways to contribute to the future of our church or about the role of the Foundation Committee, please seek
out a committee member to get additional information.

Prayers of our Church
JOYS AND CONCERNS
Prayers Concerns: Connie Atkinson, Virginia Cattle, Roger Hans
Pam Jackman’s mother passed away,
Janelle Duntz (Claudia Horton’s sister) is recovering from back surgery,
Carla Schwahn at the unexpected death of her nephew
We come together in prayers for our country and all the tragedies it has faced the past
couple of weeks. Prayers for our leaders and prayers for peace.

Change! Change! Change!

For the last six months I have been attending a
Management training class in Lincoln. There were 18
other directors in the class with me, it was a good
learning and networking experience. We learned many
different development needs for the kids, teachers and
even ourselves. With my new skills from the training
the teachers and I have been working together to rearrange the rooms to fit the developmental needs of the
children better. But with our change we need your
help! We have a wish list of items that we need to furnish our classrooms. In the Infant room 1 with Jan we
need a shelf or rack to store blankets, 3 mobiles for
cribs, chewing and teething toys, and a bottle warmer.
For the infant room 2 with Steph we need a indoor
climbing toy, small tubs to fit in shelves, little dress up
clothes, coat rack, art drying rack, changing table, tall
shelf, and different size balls. In the toddler room with
Amanda we need child size coat rack, an art drying
rack, child size book shelf, child size block shelf, music area items ex. Instruments and scarves, and a
changing table. For the Preschool room with Nikki we
need a child size shelf, an art drying rack, a balance
scale, science items such as magnifying glass and
shells, coat rack, and bean bags or pillows. Thank you
for all of the support that you have given us to be the
best quality care that we are.
Shannon and the Bright Beginnings teachers!

Ed & Carol Zak
Bright Beginnings
You are INVITED to a BABY SHOWER !
for Wess and Shannon Robotham . . .
Wednesday, May 29th Fellowship Hall
Open House ~ 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Hosted by Bright Beginnings Board of Directors

Board of Directors
and Staff
wish to thank
the congregation
for their enthusiastic
support of our recent
Pancake Feed!

It seems that May is a month full of transitions. On May 5, we will
welcome seven young people into our family of faith through the
service of confirmation. Graduation will be celebrated the following
week as our seniors make the transition out of high school toward whatever their futures
hold for them. Mother’s Day is celebrated the same day as graduation again this year.
While typically Mothers’s Day doesn’t necessarily mark a transition each year, I am
mindful of those who will celebrate for the first time this year as a new mother. I am also
mindful of those who have lost their mothers since this time last year—very different
transitions, but transitions none the less. I will be out of town celebrating a wedding on
Pentecost Sunday. Weddings are certainly transitional events, and the Day of Pentecost
was a day of transition as well—when the disciples were transformed into apostles and
sent into the world to begin building the Church. Finally, May is capped off with
Memorial Day. A day to remember those who have gone before us, and a day which can
be especially difficult for those who have lost a loved one since Memorial Day last year.
School is winding down for the year and we transition into Summer, and the kids begin
the transition from one grade to another. Change is all around us. Depending on what the
change is, we sometimes greet it with enthusiasm, and we sometimes greet it with grief,
anger, and despondency. The one constant thing in the midst of change is the presence of
God. No matter what transition we are going through, we are called to remember that
God is with us in the midst of it. God does not abandon us on one side of the transition
only to greet us on the other side. God is with us in the midst, walking by our side, and
helping us along. As we celebrate and remember this May, let us celebrate that God
remembers us each day.
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UMW
UMW needs help collecting for missions.
Until June 1st the UMW Sewing Group will be collecting
SEWING SCISSORS and SEWING NEEDLES in their original packages.
Please place donations in baskets placed in hallway windows near UMW bulletin
board.

UMW Evening Circle – Thursday, May 9th 7:00 p.m.
Activity Room - Seward Manor new building

Deb Kramer’s planning our annual Bunco Party . . .
and that is always FUN !!!

United Methodist Women Afternoon Unit Meeting
Guest Speaker - Omaha, NE

United Methodist Ministries
May 1, 2013
1:30 pm Wednesday

Please plan to attend !

Welcoming Fellowship
Sunday, May 5th at 9:30 a.m.
(following 8:30 am Worship Service)
In honor of our Confirmands and their families! Please attend fellowhip time
to welcome our newest members of Seward United Methodist Church!
Sunday, May 12th at 11:30 am
(following 10:30 am Worship Service)
Senior Class of 2013 and their families! Please join us for fellowhip time to
extend Congratulations to our Senior class and Wish them God’s Blessings!
See you all at Fellowship!
Hosted by United Methodist Women ~ Tea Committee

The New Worship Schedule
Have you heard the news? At the most recent meeting of the Administrative Council, the
Worship Committee presented the results of the Worship Service Survey, attendance data for
2012 & 2013, and verbal feedback from members. After much discussion, the Administrative
Council adopted a new schedule that will begin May 5, 2013:
8:30 Blended Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship
(Please note - the Nurture Committee has also announced that the summer Sunday School
schedule will begin June 2. For the summer, children’s Sunday School will begin following
children’s time at the 10:30 service.)
Why the new time slots? 1. To decrease the number of Sunday morning services
from three to two. 2. To reserve the middle hour strictly for Sunday school in order to
eliminate scheduling conflicts and other logistical concerns. 3. To preserve the most
popular time slot – 10:30. 4. To move the earlier services a bit later in response to the popularity of the previous 9:15 time slot and to potentially even out attendance between the two services. 5. To make it simple to remember the new schedule with everything starting “on the half
hour.”
Why the 2 formats? It is important for our church to offer different formats in order to provide meaningful worship opportunities to as many people as possible. The Blended worship
format represents the format we offered at both service times prior to 2013. It is an obvious
choice because it offers a blend of traditional and contemporary elements and, according to the
survey results, is currently the most popular format. On the other hand, the traditional format
was the least popular format. But the contemporary or praise worship format was cited as a
“first choice” by many people. Others also requested the praise format “once a month” or on
another alternate schedule. In addition, many members believe offering a praise format is a
critical component in appealing to our youth, attracting new members, and creating growth.
Therefore, the praise format was a clear choice for the second worship format.
Will the 8:30 blended service be just like we used to have? For the most part, yes…the
blended service format will likely be very much like the format we offered prior to 2013 and
during the 9:15 time slot we tried during the first part of 2013. It will offer musical and liturgical elements from both of the Methodist hymnals as well as other sources. Accompaniment
may be provided by the organ, pianos, or other instruments. Any one of the choirs might sing or
play, or we might have special music from other individuals or small groups. The liturgy may
be presented as a standard reading or responsive reading...or it might be presented with music or
in another unique manner. Each service may be slightly different, but emphasis will be placed
on blending both “traditional” and “contemporary” elements.

The New Worship Schedule cont.
Will the 10:30 praise service be just like the praise or contemporary services we
used to have? The answer is yes and no. Prior to 2013, the praise format specifically
meant the worship service would be led by “the Praise Team.” That has not always
been the case during the first part of 2013 and will not always be the case going forward. While there are no specific guidelines, it is anticipated we may have one Sunday per
month led by an adult praise team, one Sunday per month led by a youth praise team, and the
other Sundays led by various individuals or small groups. Much like the blended service
format, a variety of sources and instruments will be used for musical and liturgical elements,
including each of the choirs. There are several elements that will be re-introduced to this
service, including the use of bulletins and the assistance of ushers. Each service may be new
and different, but emphasis will be placed on “contemporary” or “praise” elements.
What about Saturday night service? A number of people who responded to the survey
indicated an interest in having Saturday night services again. Thus, the Administrative
Council feels this is an issue worth further consideration and they will look into the logistics and feasibility of adding a Saturday night service to our worship schedule.
What about fellowship time? Fellowship time is an area of our church ministry
that has been much talked about. Some think it should be held after the last service
and others think it should be held between. Many people say it’s important…but
only a few have been willing to assist with it or take any responsibility for it. Thus,
the Administrative Council has added this project to their agenda and will be developing a
plan to assess and/or improve fellowship time.
What about the summer schedule and 5th Sundays? As noted above, the Sunday School
hour will be moved this summer. However, at this time, there are no specific plans to offer
an alternate worship schedule during the summer or on 5th Sundays. As in the past, the pastor will have the discretion to change the worship schedule for special events like these, but
there are currently no such plans in place.
What does the new schedule mean for you? Hopefully it means you will have the opportunity to participate in a Sunday morning service that allows you to worship God in way
that’s meaningful to you. Hopefully it means you will share in the joy of others as they too
have the opportunity to worship God in a way that’s meaningful to them. Hopefully it
means you can participate in church services that are well attended and full of the energy that
comes from being part of a thriving church family. Hopefully it means your heart and your
mind and the doors of your church will be open, allowing you to praise God and help make
disciples of Christ.

Vacation Bible School
Where? Seward United Methodist Church
When? June 10-14, 2013
What Time? 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Ages? Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 6
Duplicate registration form as needed and return to:
Seward United Methodist Church; VBS Leader
1400 N. 5th Street
Seward, NE 68434
For more information, call 402-643-4156

VBS Registration Form
Child’s Name _________________________________________________
Age ________ Last School Grade ______________________________
Parent’s Name ________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone: Home __________________ Cell _________________________
Emergency Contact _________________________________________
Emergency Phone ___________________________________________
Name of Person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS
_______________________________________________________________

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434
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Griger, Pastor;
Pastor; Every
Every Member,
Member, Minister
Minister

REMEMBER…Call the
Church (643-4156) if you are
going to be hospitalized and
wish to have the Pastor visit.
Due to privacy laws, hospitals
cannot disclose information.
JUNE MAILBOX DEADLINE IS
Friday, May 17.
Submit your news by May 17. You can
e-mail articles to the church at
umcseward@gmail.com, or drop it off at
the church office.

Seward United Methodist Church
and
Bright Beginnings
Local Church Activities
Chair persons for
May are:
Daina Cepure (643-0582)
Jeannie Jeary (643-2344)

