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Greetings!
It seems that the only constant in life is change. Just when we get used to the
way things are they seem to change. We live with changes in family situations, financial situations, technology, weather, health, and leadership in all sorts of places,
including the church.
My wife, Nancy, and I seem to be having multiple changes in our lives right
now. Nancy’s appointment to the bishop’s office is quite a change from being a pastor in a local church. She is learning to use her many skills in new ways, and to let go
of parts of her ministry that she has truly enjoyed.
For a while after Nancy learned she would be working in the Bishop’s office, I
lived in limbo. I was anxious to see what Bishop Jones and the Cabinet had in store
for me. When I was told that they would like me to serve the Seward church I was
relieved. I would be able to serve near Nancy’s job, and we could share the same
house.
As we left the churches in Minden and Holdrege, there were many goodbyes.
We filled boxes to be moved, and left behind those things that had become familiar.
Now that I am in Seward, I have many things to learn. We are learning our
way around town and the area, where to get the goods and services we need, and
working to learn the names of people. Thank you for being gracious by helping me
to learn your names, and for continuing to help me learn those whose names I have
not yet remembered. Also, thank you for the many ways you have greeted and welcomed Nancy and me, and for the ways you have helped us to settle into our new
community.
Not only are there changes for Nancy and me, there are changes for you to
work through. Whenever you get a new pastor there are changes. No two of us do
things exactly the same way, which means that both you and I have to figure how to
work with each other.
In all of these changes, though, one thing remains constant: the love of God
shown to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Hebrews 13:8 reminds
us that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
The world continues to change around us. We continue to change as we go
through life. Hopefully those changes in us mean we are coming closer and closer to
the image of Christ for the world.
No matter what changes around us, I have faith that we are all growing in that
unchangeable love of Christ.

Important Dates
Scheduled Meetings
In August
Aug. 4
Aug. 7
Aug. 12
Aug. 13
Aug. 15

Aug. 18
Aug. 21
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

24
25
26
28

Ad Council
11:30
UMW Guest day Luncheon 10:00
Nurture
7:00 p.m.
Mission/Outreach
7:00 p.m.
Finance
7:00 p.m.
Trustees
7:00 p.m.
Worship
7:00 p.m.
Evening Circle
7:00 p.m.
Silent Auction during Fellowship time
Knit Wits
11:30
God’s Squad starts
5:30 p.m.
UMW Workday
8:30-2
Game Night
5:00 p.m.
Bright Beginnings
5:30 p.m.
God’s Squad
5:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir starts
6:30 p.m.

UMW Up-coming Dates
September 4, 2013
Unit Meeting - 1:30pm
Friendship Home-Lincoln
September 28, 2013
Blue River District Meeting
Lincoln, NE
October 11-12, 2013
NE UMW Annual Meeting
Kearney, NE

September 12, 2013
“Heart of the Matter” Dinner
Fundraiser for Epworth Village
October 2, 2013
Unit Meeting – 1:30 pm
“The People of Roma”
Saturday, October 19th
UMW Four Seasons Bazaar

Heartwarming Worship
CAN’T BE IN WORSHIP?
Watch us on Cable 13 at 9:30
p.m. on Sunday and 10:00 a.m.
on Thursday mornings.

Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship
Summer Sunday School
following Children’s Time
11:30 a.m. Fellowship

Rides to worship are
Available to those who are unable
to drive. If you would like a ride,
please call the church office (402643-4156) and we can have a
driver contact you to make
arrangements.

Miscellaneous
Silent Auction Items Wanted for the Bazaar!
This year the UMW Annual All Seasons Bazaar will be held Saturday, October 19. Because of the
generosity of our congregation in providing handmade and treasured items for the silent auctions, this
mission has been a success year after year. But did you know, that not only are tangible item welcomed, but services, certificates, entertainment, and shared talents are wonderful too. If you’d like to
be part of the fun of the silent auctions, here are some ideas for this year’s bazaar:
Provide a dessert a month, cook or cater a private dinner for 6-8, ride to school in a squad car or on a
fire truck, donate your vacation home or timeshare, or provide a day of labor - yard clean-up, widow
washing, car washing, grow and deliver seasonal vegetables, babysitting, home cleaning or organizing, musical performances, teach someone something (play the guitar, bake a pie, make kolaches,
golf lessons, Internet/Facebook help), string Christmas lights on a house and take them down, teach
quilting techniques, knitting, crocheting, basic camera operation. The possibilities are endless! We
welcome your ideas for creative ways to make our silent auctions fun and successful. If you have
questions, please contact a bazaar committee member: Connie Doehring, Jeanne Gee, Nancy Eitel,
Phyllis Hronik, Holly Matzke, Sally Viets, Elaine Vrana, Ruth Downing or Diane Clark.
Thanks!

Miscellaneous
God’s Squad Kick Off
Wednesday
August 21, 2013
5:30 p.m. practice
6:15 p.m. ice-cream bars
finished by 6:15 out back!

Musical
Groups
Begin!

Chancel Choir

Adult Bell Choir

Wednesday
August 28, 2013
Rehearsal: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Potluck Meal: 7:30 p.m.
(Adult Bell Choir Invited)

Wednesday,
September 4, 2013
7:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Are you interesting in joining one of our music groups? All groups will switch off singing between the
8:30 worship service and the 10:30 worship service and will practice one a week. If you have not been
in a group and would like to join Chancel Choir or Adult Bell Choir call Leslie Stratton at 402-641-4386
for more information. If you have a child that is in Kindergarten through 5th grade this year and would
like to join God’s Squad give Cindy Mavis a call. (402-646-5405 or 402-643-4156) God’s Squad has
been chosen to sing for National Day of Prayer in the Spring!!!!! What a fun and awesome way to share
the gift of singing that God has given each and every one of you!! See you all SOON!

The Seward United Methodist Church Foundation promotes and encourages
Christian stewardship. The Foundation encourages bequests by means of wills,
annuities, trusts, ext. These funds may be restricted or non-restricted with the
written directions of the donor. So all members of the Seward United Methodist
Church are encouraged to remember the Foundation when establishing a personal financial plan.

The time-consuming task of removing cards of books no longer in the church library from the files has
been completed. Cataloging materials that have been added and not carded has begun. Do you have a
typewriter I can borrow to do this? If you do, please contact me at clonacottage@yahoo.com or 308708-0325.
With the exception of the items housed for and monitored by UMW members, it appears there has
been very little activity involving library materials in recent months. An evaluation of usage of the
materials in the church library seems to be in order.
Memebers’ input is requested. Please check the appropriate part of the following statement and leave
your response in the red box by the window in the church library:
I often _____, occasionally _____, seldom _____, never ______ use materials from the library.
Additional comments are welcome. Sign your name if you wish.
Thank you.
- Cliff Lowell

Miscellaneous
Family Camp
Bishop Scott Jones will be the adult resource leader for Family Camp at Camp Comeca, Cozad, NE
on Labor Day Weekend, August 30 - September 3. His theme will be Singing Our Faith: United
Methodist Beliefs in Hymns. Children and youth will be in their own groups during the five interactive sessions.
Attend the full three days — Friday evening through Monday noon — or part of the weekend.

For additional information — cost, housing, registration (preferred by August 15), etc. —
contact Cliff Lowell, clonacottage@yahoo.com, 308-708-0325 or 1744 Eastridge Ave.,
Seward.

Rally Day is August 18th at the 10:30 Service!

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF
ELECTRONIC GIVING

Sunday School Teachers
Needed this Fall!
Make a difference in a child’s life by
teaching Sunday School. Contact Sue
McHugh at 402-646-2294 for more
information.

Seward United Methodist Church wants to remind
you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular offering. Electronic giving offers
convenience for individual congregation members
and provides much-needed donation consistency for
our congregation. Just as you rely upon receiving
income on a regular basis, our church relies on your
regular contributions.
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account.
As you contemplate future contributions, please
consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and
additional information are available from the church
office.

Volunteers are NEEDED &
ALWAYS Welcome at
Bright Beginnings!
Sign-up sheet is in the office.

Miscellaneous
Bright Beginnings
The daycare is starting to add some new curriculum into their schedules! With
this exciting news we are looking for some more materials for the children to play
with! We are looking for science items such as: magnifying glasses, balance
scale, magnets and any other items you wish to donate or think the children
would enjoy. For the math area we are looking for calculators, cash registers,
play money, rulers, tape measures etc. We are also looking for some other items
such as restaurant menus, any books that relate to community leaders, doctors,
police men, firemen, dentists, construction workers etc. Any thing that you wish
to donate will be greatly appreciated and put to good use!
Thank you from the children and staff at Bright Beginnings!

Join us for

Sunday Game Night!!
Sunday, August 25th at 5:00 p.m.
SUMC Fellowship Hall
Please bring finger food to share and your choice of beverage
NO SIGN UP, or RSVP! Just come if you can!
We’ll be playing “Pitch” for the first gathering. The plan is for this to become a
regular Adult Fellowship activity on the last Sunday of each month.

Risk Taking Missions
KNIT WITS
The Knit Wits will be meeting once a month, every third Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.
Please notify a member if you have a need for a shawl or you know of someone who can
use a shawl for extra comfort. Call Sarah Shively with questions. (402-643-3036)

BLUE VALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PANTRY
Collection Items for
July 28 - Aug 4
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UMW Ladies - Mark your August Calendar.
You won’t want to miss this!!!!!
Summer Salad Luncheon & Program
“Red Bird Mission in Kentucky”
Presented by Marian Miller
Wednesday, August 7, 2013
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Watch for more details in August Newsletter

Risk Taking Missions
School Supply Lists
It’s that time of year again!
We are collecting things for school!
For a list of needed supplies visit the Welcome
Center in the back or see the table out in the hallway.

10 reasons to attend church
1. To have fellowship with the crucified and risen
Christ.
2. To worship.
3. To be forgiven.
4. To hear the voice of God.
5. To grow in the knowledge of the Bible, God’s
Word.
6. To feed your soul.
7. To be prayed for.
8. To be loved and encouraged.
9. To love and encourage your fellow Christians.
10. To promote the Gospel.
—Dr. Richard P. Bucher

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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REMEMBER…Call the
Church (643-4156) if you are
going to be hospitalized and
wish to have the Pastor visit.
Due to privacy laws, hospitals
cannot disclose information.
September MAILBOX DEADLINE IS
Friday, August 23.
Submit your news by August 23. You can
e-mail articles to the church at
umcseward@gmail.com, or drop it off at
the church office.

Seward United Methodist Church
and
Bright Beginnings
Local Church Activities
Chair persons for
August are:
Diane Clark (646-2267)
Nita Goings (643-3173)

