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Practice
The
ABCs
Describe
God!
Almighty
Blessed
Christ
Divine
Everlasting
Faithful
Etc…..
One of the best things about heading back to school is
Things to
the chance for a fresh start. A new year, new teachbe thankful
ers, perhaps even a new school offer students the
for
opportunity to try a little harder and do a little better
than the year before.
Apples
Praise God that he allows us to always start over.
Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies “are new
every morning” (Lamentations 3:23a). With God’s help
we can begin each day with a clean slate and a new
attitude, determined to make some changes for the
better.

Bible
Cats
Daddy
Elephants
Etc...

Radical Hospitality
We thank our
church family
for all of your
prayers and support after the sudden
loss of my mother. Your kind words,
cards and many hugs have been
greatly appreciated and needed!
Roy, Leanne, Alyssa and Kylie Josoff

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who,
in any way, supported
Food Net this past
month. The tables have had more to offer
the people who came on Thursdays. The
Food Net closet is better stocked with
canned and packaged foods. The Food Net
volunteers give thanks to all who responded
to the need. It has been a blessing.

FELLOWSHIP
Please sign up at the
Welcome Center to
hosts our fellowship
time following the
late service. Remember fellowship time
can be used for birthdays, and anniversary’s too! If you need help with drinks
etc….let the church office know and
someone will help you. Sign up with a
friend and share the fun!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Ruth Wehrs turns 90 on
September 18th, 2011.
Let’s celebrate by having
a card shower!!
Ridgewood Care Center, Ruth Wehrs
446 Pinewood Ave. #29 here in Seward.

2011 UMW Guest Day
September 7, 1:30 p.m.
Sue McLain ~ Speaker
Vintage Fashion Program
featuring HATS

Refreshments/Fellowship
following Program

A special thank-you to al those who
volunteered as Summer Sunday
School teachers: Katie Welch, Judy
Rojewski, Evelyn Hastings, Sue Imig,
Maxine Moore, Joanne Neeley, Sue
McHugh, Dixie Zabka, Monica Zabka,
Melissa Luebbe, Pam Jackman, Shannon
Robotham, Alicia Griger, Lynette Broderick, Bruce Dickinson, Sue Dickinson.

Your efforts make this special time
for children possible!!

Please call by
September 2
for reservations!!
Jeannie Jeary
643-2344
Or
Jeanne Gee
643-6878

Risk Taking Missions
BLUE VALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PANTRY
Collection item for September 4

Pancake Mix
Knit Wits meet on
the first and third
Wednesday of each
month unless notified.
(11:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.)

Our Local Food
Net is in need of
our donations!
UMW FINAL WORKDAY
We are tying Twins on Tuesday3.
quilts, that is.
Our final UMW workday will be Tuesday, September 13, 8:30-Noon (?) Watch for the 18
baby quilts and 14 twin size quilts at the

BAZAAR on November 19!!

Food Net uses food
that has met its shelf
life but is still edible,
or uses leftover foods
that have been properly refrigerated or
frozen.
Take a few minutes
and clean out your
cupboards and
freezers and help fill
the Food Net Tables!

Heartwarming Worship
Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Fellowship for all

CAN’T BE IN WORSHIP?
Watch us on Cable 13 at
9:30 p.m. on Sunday and
10:00 a.m. on Thursday
mornings.

Risk Taking Missions
WINTER COATS AND JACKETS

Save those winter coats and jackets
you may have outgrown!!
The Mission-Outreach Committee will
again be collecting gently-used winter
coats and jackets for children, teens and
adults. Collection will be through December so the clothing can be available to
Blue valley for distribution all winter. We
are also contacting schools to determine
whether they have a need for warm winter
coats and jackets.
As you are switching seasonal clothes,
remember to help support this mission!

SAVE THE DATE
UMW BAZAAR
Saturday,
November 19th,
2011
Suggested items are:
• Coffee Shop...to be announced
• Gift Shop...afghans, quilts, baby
items, crafts, thanksgiving items,
Christmas gifts, ornaments, etc.
• Kountry Kitchen...cookies,
candy, breads, muffins, pickles,
jams, jellies, cakes, etc.
Start your projects now and wait for
more information in the follow newsletters. For questions call Virginia
Cattle at 402-643-4155.

SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE

Seward United Methodist
Seward
United Methodist Church
Church
HighMission
School
High School
Trip Mission Trip
2012
June 2-9, 2012
June 2 – 9, 2012

Participant/Parent Meeting
Sunday, September
11  4 – 5 p.m.  Fellowship
Sunday,
September
11 Hall
4-5 p.m. Fellowship Hall
More Information to come:
Participant/Parent Informational Meeting –

Visit us on Facebook - Sewardumc Missiontrip
Check the Church Web Site – www. sewardumc.org

Destination – Re-Member, Pine Ridge, South Dakota www.re-member.org
Planning Committee: Kris Bourke, Bruce Dickinson, Linda Dubs, Jim Lee,
Clay Shepherd, and Karen Yelden. If you are interested in joining the
planning committee contact one of the current members.

Visit us on Facebook

Sewardumc Missiontrip

As a child, school didn’t begin until after Labor Day. The result of that is that somehow, in my mind, it’s engrained in me
that September is “back-to-school month.” I know that
school started a few weeks ago, and that school supplies have
been on sale for months...but September always feels to me
like the month of starting over and moving up. This applies
to schools and applies to church life as well. It seems that the pace of life shifts during the
summer...more travel, more games, more reunions, and unfortunately, less church. But with
September upon us, and Sunday school kicking into gear again., it seems a very appropriate
time to rededicate ourselves to God and living a life that is focused upon God’s will for us, instead of trying to impose our will and schedules upon God. Small groups are forming, the various musical groups have begun to practice, Sunday School leaders are getting their things together to lead the children and adults of our church, fellowship opportunities abound. There is
no shortage of opportunities for our community of faith. Where will you plug in this September? I encourage you to rededicate yourself to the vows that we all made when we joined the
United Methodist Church—to support it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. This was not a multiple choice vow, but rather an ‘all or nothing’ proposition. If you
worshiped an average of two times a month before, maybe now you can take the next step to
three times a month. If you never participated in Sunday School, maybe this
is the year. If you never invited a friend to church—maybe now is the time.
In fact, September 18 has been designated as National Back to Church Sunday. All of us know someone who is in need of what God has to offer, and
we are encouraged to help them experience it. See you at church!

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those with on-going health concerns through
the month of August: Pete Yost, George Joy, (brother of Barb
Joy diagnosed with cancer.) Elaine Damrow, knee surgery.
Please call the church office if you have a prayer request.
(643-4156) Prayer requests will be left on for two weeks and
added to the monthly newsletter.
Please join us in expressing Christian sympathy for the family and friends of Lorna
Schick who pass away August 7, 2011.
Our prayers with Leanne Josoff, her father and her family at the sudden loss of her
mother Lona Lowell. Services were held August 17, 2011 in Kearney Nebraska.
Join our church family in prayers for the family and friends of Peg Freudenburg,
Laquita McKibbin’s neice who passed away. Continued prayers for her family are
needed.
Welcome to God’s family through Holy Baptism:
Zoey Christine Martin, Daughter of Thom and Jill Martin
Kinlee Jaye Goracke, Daughter of Darrin and Laura Goracke
Leyton Andres Parra, Son of Andrew and Tonya Parra

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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Phone: 402-643-4156; Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: sewardumc@windstream.net
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Doug Griger, Pastor; Every Member, Minister

REMEMBER…Call
the Church (643-4156)
or Pastor Doug if you
are going to be hospitalized and wish to have
the Pastor visit. Due to privacy laws, hospitals
cannot disclose information.
SEPTEMBER MAILBOX DEADLINE IS
Monday, September 26
Submit your news by Monday, September
26. You can e-mail articles to the church at
sewardumc@windstream.net or call
Cindy , office administrator, at 643-4156.

Local Church Activities
Chair persons for September are:
Sue Dickinson (643-3457)
Maxine Moore (643-6544)

Gracious Generosity
The Seward United Methodist Church Foundation has received a gift that provides nearly $2000 to establish a scholarship fund to benefit members of the congregation, and
doing so provides an exciting opportunity for the Foundation
Board. The Foundation Board has been consulting with the
Mission/Outreach Committee, which distributes scholarships annually to graduating high school seniors in our
church. Our hope is to establish a scholarship fund that will
assist even more members of our congregation with educational expenses.
Some thoughts include offering scholarships to nontraditional students, students
entering the seminary or Christian education programs, those studying church
music, or students already enrolled in higher education programs.
The Foundation hopes to distribute scholarships to members of our congregation
in the spring of 2012. To do so, we need your assistance in two ways. The
Foundation Board asks you to please:
Consider a donation to the Foundation’s scholarship fund. The number and
amount of scholarships awarded will be determined by the amount available in the scholarship fund.
Share your thoughts on the type of scholarship you would like to see offered.
The Board’s intent is to offer scholarships beyond those given to our high
school seniors, and we would appreciate input from the congregation in
determining how to award the scholarships.
To share your input or make a donation, please contact the church office, Scholarship Committee members Carla Ketner and Lori Shriner, or any other member
of the Foundation Board. We are excited by the prospect of providing scholarships to more members of our congregation and look forward to hearing from
you.

August - BY THE NUMBERS
Offering Received through August: General Funds:$22,242.21
Trustees Funds: $875.00
Average Worship Attendance for July: 258
Mission Share/Apportionments remaining in 2011: $18,711.00

Miscellaneous
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS HAS TWO NEEDS
Bright Beginnings is crawling with lots of children and I am needing
help. I am looking for volunteers to come in and help hold babies,
read books or just play with the children. If you are willing to help,
please give Shannon a call .
If you have the talent and energy to make bright curtains for the
Sunday School - Gym Room, please contact Shannon.
Bright Beginnings number is 402-643-2141. Your help would be
greatly appreciated!!

DISHES ARE PILING UP!
Please come and rescue your dish
from the kitchen. Dishes are dated
when they arrive and will only be
kept for 2 weeks and then donated
to a needy cause.

There is no longer a
need in the church
kitchen for containers
which are used for leftover foods. Thank you!

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION
Alex Sommerfeld and Monica Zabka
will be married at a Family ceremony
Friday, September 23, 2011. Because all of
you, our church family have shared in our journey, we invite you to join
us for a time of celebration of our marriage!
Sunday, October 16m 2011
11:30 a.m. (Fellowship time) until 1:30 p.m.
Seward United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Cake, punch, and coffee, specialties.
Please join us! NO GIFTS, PLEASE
Alex and Monica

Vital Faith Formation
Ladies - Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 5, 2011. We will have the very
special opportunity to enjoy a workshop led by Valerie Jackson and Andriette Fields - CoFounders of Triple Threat Ministries from Denver, Colorado. Their mission and passion is
to educate, equip and empower
women and young ladies to honor
their divine voices and identities,
dream big and live their lives beyond barriers!!!.
Our time together will include a fantastic seminar and lunch. More information about specifics will be coming....but save the date NOW! You
will NOT want to miss out on this
great experience!

Andriette
Small Groups
Now forming!
Sign up at the Welcome Center to
become involved
in a small group.
These groups will
meet twice a month
to learn, and share.

Val

Adult Sunday School starts
this Sunday, September
4th. Class will meet at
9:15 a.m. downstairs
in the room marked “High
School Room.” Make sure
you attend so you can give
input on the direction the
Sunday School will go.

UMYF STARTS THE NEW
SCHOOL YEAR
Wednesday, September 7
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Church Basement
Grades 5 through 8 are welcome!!

Miscellaneous
BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
In August the building committee along with some of the Trustees
visited with Rev. Dr. Al Winseman, Pastor of the Malcolm Methodist
Church about his experiences with church growth and building committees. As a result of our visit the Building Committee will provide
opportunities to gather ideas and input from the congregation. The
first opportunity is a series of Listening Sessions held on the last 3
Sundays during the month of September.
The job of the Building Committee is to do the 'legwork' about what
our needs are and to propose a plan for how those needs might be met.
The Building Committee is not authorized to spend any money or make any decisions for
the church...they may only make recommendations. Members of the Building Committee
are Marian Fosler, Sue McHugh, Terri Siebert, Jim Lee, and John Moody.

We want your Ideas!
The Building Committee will hold
Listening Sessions during the month
of September for members to come and
talk about improvements that would like
to see at our church and facilities.

When: September 11, 18 and 25
Where: Fellowship Hall
Time: 9:30 a.m.
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&
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Additional Listening Sessions will be scheduled as needed.

Seward United Methodist Church
Environmental Stewardship Statement
Monthly tips on how we can continue to meet our stewardship
responsibilities toward god’s creation.
♦
♦

Reuse office supplies when practical.
Adjust the thermostat when the building is not in use; set the
thermostat a few degrees warmer or cooler (depending on the
season) when the building is in use; change the furnace filter
regularly.

