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Join us for dinner on Wednesday, February 22
at 5:30 p.m. Our soup and sandwich supper is
sponsored by the Worship committee. Then,
stay for worship at 7:00 p.m. The service, led by
our Confirmands, will include the imposition of
ashes and the “burying of the alleluia.” This ancient rite stems from the tradition of the Church
refraining from
using the word
“alleluia” for the forty-day season of
reflection and repentance. In this way,
on Resurrection Sunday, our shouts of
Alleluia will have more meaning and
impact. As part of the ritual, our fancy
altar ware will be replaced with more
rustic appointments as a symbol of our corporate repentance, and our
need to sacrifice or ‘give something up for Lent.’

Heartwarming Worship
February 22, Ash Wednesday
Soup and Sandwich Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Come and enjoy a soup and sandwhich meal put together by
the Worship Committee and finish the evening with worship.
February 22, Ash Wednesday
Worship Service, 7:00 p.m.
The service, led by our Confirmands, will include the
imposition of ashes and the “burying of the alleluia.”
Palm Sunday, April 1
Worship at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Palm Parade at the 10:30 service
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt follows the 10:30 a.m. worship.
Holy Week, April 3, 4, 5
“Living Last Supper” each evening at 8 p.m.
Concludes with Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Good Friday, April 6
Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 8
Worship at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Chancel Choir Sings at both worship celebrations.
Celebrations end with The Hallelujah Chorus!

Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for all
ages
10:30 a.m. Worship

The next Praise Worship
Service is February 19, 2012
at the 10:30 service.
Please join us!

CAN’T BE IN WORSHIP?
Watch us on Cable 13 at 9:30
p.m. on Sunday and 10:00 a.m.
on Thursday mornings.

Risk Taking Missions
BLUE VALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PANTRY
Collection item for February 5

Tuna

KNIT WITS
The Knit Wits will be meeting
once a month, every third
Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. Please
notify a member if you have a
need for a shawl or you know of
someone who can use a shawl for
extra comfort. Call Sarah Shively
with questions. (402-643-3036)

UMW SHIRTS
UM
W

February 11
Save March 17
for the next
UMW WORKDAY
Join the UMW from 8:30 a.m. until ???
for fun, fellowship and sewing!!

The UMW shirts
have arrived.
Please have your
money ready and
pick it up between
services at the
Welcome Center.
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W
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W

Thank you

MISSION IS EVERYWHERE
The word “mission” often implies traveling to another country to teach and
work. The work done in foreign missions is important, of course, but we
can’t all make the trip. What we can do, however, is be faithful servants
where we live. Mission is about putting the face and name of Jesus in front
of those who don’t know him. We can do that in many ways — any place and
any day.

Gracious Generosity
JANUARY- BY THE NUMBERS
Offerings Received for January: General Funds:$28,687.08
Trustees Funds for January: $4,736.87
Average Worship Attendance for January: 250
Mission Share/Apportionments remaining in 2012: $52, 583.00

FOUNDATION - ESTATE PLANNING
Preparing and estate plan is good Christian stewardship-saying
thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and
showing charity towards others.
Remember, if you have no will or trust, state laws will determine who will inherit
your property at death. State laws do not include your church or any other charity
as a beneficiary.
Consider naming the church as a beneficiary in your will or living trust. The gift
could be a set dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the remainder after other
gifts are made, or a gift of part of the estate left if designated heirs are deceased.

MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY
Bright Beginnings, February 6
6:00 p.m.
Witness, February 8
7 p.m.
Trustees, February 9
7 p.m., Parlor
Nurture, February 13
7 p.m.
Finance, February 13
7 p.m., Parlor
Foundation, February 13
7 p.m., Library
Mission/Outreach, February 13
7 p.m.
Worship Committee, February 16
6:15 p.m.
LOOK AHEAD
Ad Council, Sunday, March 4
6 p.m., Parlor

SUMC
Environmental
Stewardship
Statement
Monthly tips on how we can continue to
meet our stewardship responsibilities
toward God’s creation.
♦

Don’t let faucets leak or drip water. A
running faucet uses 3-5 gallons a minute.

♦

Buy local products - it cuts down on fuel
to transport and supports our local community.

♦

Use rechargeable batteries.

The season of Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on February 22nd. We will begin our Lenten journey together with a 7:00 p.m. service of worship led by
our confirmation students. Like last year, the service
will include the “burying of the Alleluia” and the imposition of ashes. Lent is a time of reflection, repentance,
and preparation. It is a time for us to focus upon our
lives and try to discern how we can grow closer to God. I would encourage you to examine
your schedules this Lenten season. See if you can adjust your schedule to make more time for
God in worship, in prayer, in service, in daily meditation and Bible study. Illness and travel
take us away from worship from time to time, but sadly, too many folks opt
for the Sunday paper and a cup of coffee instead of attending worship to
glorify the God who has given them the coffee and the paper to begin with.
Let this Lent help us to reprioritize our lives...let us all put God first, and let
the things of this world become a distant second. See you at church!

Lord, Please help me,
to strengthen their
voices, bodies and
minds, to express
their feelings and
control them sometimes,
to explore what's near
and venture afar,
but most important
to love who they are.
Author Unknown

Prayers of our Church
JOYS AND CONCERNS
Prayers Concerns this week: Jim Henry, Connie Atkinson, Cletus Bender, George
Joy, Dean Goings, Phil Wurst, Roy Josoff and Leroy Higgins. (father and grandfather of Tyler and Pam Higgins, Wesley, Alex, Tara and Danny)
Please call the church office if you have a prayer request. (643-4156)
We welcome our new members: Gary and Beverly Markes
Congratulations to proud grandparents Brent and Pam Jackman!
Cayden Niles Holland was born February 1 to Mark and Amy Holland.

Miscellaneous
Building Improvement Committee Last Spring, the Study
Committee (the precursor to the Building Improvement Committee) conducted a survey of all of the committees and boards of
our church and prepared a report using those findings as well as
a study of the growth of our church and our community. At a
specially called church conference in June 2011, the report was
received, approved, and the Building Improvement Committee
established. Since that time, the B.I.C. held listening sessions to get further input
from the congregation. A list was compiled of all of the things that were identified
as needs for our building including a larger fellowship hall, more meeting space,
more storage, a larger sanctuary, a more efficient and larger office suite, more
restrooms, a covered drop off, just to name a few. From that point, the B.I.C. began to interview architectural firms. Several firms were contacted, and some of
those came to meet with us and talk about ideas and needs for our building. We
are pleased to tell you that the B.I.C. has identified The Clark Enersen Partners as
the firm with which we feel most comfortable moving forward. The next step is to
develop preliminary architectural plans and a preliminary cost estimate for a future
building project to be voted on by the church membership. We anticipate more
congregational input as we move forward in these discussions. The members of
the B.I.C. are: Carole Briggs, Marian Fosler, Sue McHugh, Melissa Briggs, Maxine
Moore, Sharon Clowser, LeAnn Lowther, Jim Lee, John Moody, Todd Riley, Tom
Hanson, Judy Rojewski, Rudy Hentzen, Vern Curtis, and Pastor Doug. Please
continue to hold the B.I.C in your prayers, as well as our church, as we look forward to a time when there is: room for everyone in worship, space enough for everyone to eat a meal together in one room, room for each group to have adequate
meeting space, space for someone to make copies while someone else is using
the paper cutter, adequate restroom facilities closer to the sanctuary, etc., etc.,
etc. Keep watching and listening for further information!
SNOWTEAM
Snow Team for January 29 - February 4
Team #3: Louis Reeder, Chad Doehring, Bruce Heidbrink, Darrin Goracke
Snow Team for February 5-11
Team #4: Jim Eitel, Jeff Schulz, Joe Schulz, Neil Butzke
Snow Team for February 12-18
Team #1: John Moody, Clay Shepherd, Rod Barth, Monte Reeves
Snow Team for February 19-25
Team #2: Jim McHugh and Marc Guthrie, Ken Brock and Blaine Clowser

Vital Faith Formation
UMW EVENING CIRCLE
We will meet Thursday, February 16th at 7 p.m.
for refreshments, fellowship and an opportunity
to reflect on Dr. Tom Osborne and his book, Beyond the Final Score. Check
at the church office for available copies. It is definitely not
necessary to have read
the book or know much
about football to enjoy our
program. See you there!

THURSDAY
MORNING
BIBLE STUDY
Join us for Thursday Morning
Bible Study. Pastor Doug leads
us in an hour of study and fellowship every Thursday morning
beginning at 9:30 in the Parlor.
Everyone
is
welcome!!

PICTURES! PICTURES! PICTURES!
Attention all scrapbookers!
Scrapbooking through the scriptures will meet for the
first time on February 4th at 9:00 a.m. We will meet
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for scrapbooking, devotion, and fellowship time the first Saturday of each
month. Bring pictures and your scrapbooking supplies, there will be extra supplies there for you to use also. Anyone is welcome to join us! If you have any
questions please contact Shannon Robotham at 402-641-8832.

LENTEN GROUPS FORMING
Would you like to begin a Lenten study entitled “Final Words”.
In life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful.
Despite the serious effort and increased pain required for Jesus
to speak as he hung on the cross, Jesus spoke seven “final
words” - statements that have much to teach us about Jesus, his
Father, and ourselves.
If you are interested in joining a small group to study the “Final Words” please
sign up at the Welcome Center. All are welcome!

Miscellaneous
THANK YOU!!

Do you like to bake?
Would you like to meet prospective
new members to our Church?
We are looking for a
few bakers who would
be willing to bake
bread, cookies or
some other treat and deliver to prospective
members to our church. If you don’t like to
bake, you could get bread at the bakery.
Names, addresses, delivery bags and cards welcoming our prospective members will be made
available to you. Please sign up on the clipboard at the Welcome Center. Thank you.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
Seward United Methodist Church will
follow the inclement weather policy
that the Seward Public Schools follow.
If they are closed, the church office and
all scheduled meetings, choirs, youth
groups, etc. will be cancelled. Thank you.

MISSING@@..
2 dozen Queen
Beth Pattern
Silver Plate
Spoons.
If you borrowed these spoons for any
reason or have seen them tucked away
someplace, please return them or call
the church office and let them know.
(643-4156) Thank You!

Over $550
was raised
for the
2012
Senior
High
Mission
Trip thanks to the help of
some awesome holiday
bakers. Special thanks to
Sue Dickinson, Becky
Campbell, Nicci Reeves,
Jeanne Gee, Maxine
Moore, Louise Bauman,
Laura Shriver, Judy Colberg and Carole Briggs for
signing up to help with the
baking and those who contributed but did not sign up.
Thank you also to all the
high school students who
contributed their time and
baking talents. Most of all,
thanks to everyone who
purchased cookies!

Bright
Beginnings is
hiring a full time
teacher! If you
are interested please apply
at the daycare between the
hours of 7:30 – 3:30 or talk
to Shannon Robotham.
(402-643-2141)

Miscellaneous

Vital Faith Formation
We welcome
Gary and Beverly Markes
to our church family

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Seward, NE
Permit No. 62

Phone: 402-643-4156; Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: sewardumc@windstream.net
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Doug Griger, Pastor; Every Member, Minister

REMEMBER…Call the
Church (643-4156) or Pastor
Doug if you are going to be hospitalized and wish to have the Pastor visit. Due to privacy laws, hospitals cannot disclose information.
MARCH MAILBOX DEADLINE IS
Monday, February 27,2012
Submit your news by Monday, February
27th. You can e-mail articles to the church
at sewardumc@windstream.net or call
Cindy, office administrator, at 643-4156.

Seward United Methodist Church
and
Bright Beginnings
Local Church Activities
Chair persons for February are:
Jewel Grasmick (643-4224)
Evelyn Hastings (588-2670)

